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line and cut the British communications with the Channel
ports. At the outset much ground was lost, but the line held
good, and in these anxious days there was a dashing raid of
the British navy on the enemy's submarine bases at Zeebrugge
and Ostend.

There was fighting south of Amiens, the Germans trying to
cut its communications with Paris. They made no serious gains
and there was a growing impression that the great attack was
near its end. But suddenly in May they attacked on what the
Allies regarded as a secure and quiet front, the French line east
and west of Rheims. On the left their advance did not go far3
but on the right they came pouring over the Aisne heights.
In three days they drove a deep wedge into the French front,
its apex reaching the Marne. This was the high-water mark of
the German onset.

The Allies in France had been heavily reinforced since the
terrible days in March, when ten days had reduced the British
armies by 300,000 casualties. Troops were hurried to the front
from the reserves so long kept in England, and every effort
was made to accelerate the coming of the new American armies.
There was a week in which 300,000 of their men were landed
in France.

By the middle of July the American armies had reached a
total strength of 1,200,000. Even before the great enemy attack,
parties of officers and men had done short spells of duty at the
front to learn the ways of trench warfare. Larger detachments
came as reinforcements after the attack began. In July several
American divisions were included in the army that was con-
centrated under cover of the Villers-Cotterets forests to deal
with the German push to the Marne. Surprised on the first
battle day (i8th July) and heavily outnumbered, the Germans
were driven from nearly all the ground they had won, and by
the end of the month were back near the Aisne.

This success was a prelude to the series of attacks which
Foch and Haig had planned to begin in August. The immense
forces now available on the Allied side were to be used for what
was practically one gigantic battle, which lasted for nearly a